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Encana Oil and Gas Request for Aquifer Exemption: WOGCC Docket 3-2013; Freemont County, Wyoming

		From

		McFeeley, Matthew

		To

		grant.black@wyo.gov

		Cc

		Hoskie, Sadie

		Recipients

		grant.black@wyo.gov; Hoskie.Sadie@epa.gov



Attached please find a letter related to the request for an aquifer exemption by Encana Oil and Gas: Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation Commission Docket 3-2013.   The letter will also be sent by US mail.  



 



Thank you,



Matthew McFeeley



Natural Resources Defense Council



1152 15th Street N.W., Suite 300



Washington, D.C. 20005
202-513-6250   
mmcfeeley@nrdc.org
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        TEL 202 289-6868 
  FAX 202 289-1060 



 
 
May 14, 2013 
 
Grant Black, Supervisor 
Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation Commission 
2211 King Boulevard 
Casper, Wyoming 82602 
 



 
Re: Encana Oil and Gas USA, Inc., Request for Aquifer Exemption: WOGCC Docket 3-
2013; Freemont County, Wyoming 



 
 
Dear Supervisor Black: 
 
Congratulations on your appointment as Supervisor.  The Biodiversity Conservation Alliance, the 
Natural Resources Defense Council, the Wyoming Chapter of the Sierra Club, the Wyoming Outdoor 
Council and our members in Wyoming look forward to working with you to ensure that oil and gas 
development proceeds responsibly and does not jeopardize Wyoming’s environment or the health of its 
citizens.   
 
We write to request that the Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation Commission provides a public 
comment period in conjunction with its collection and review of new information related to Encana’s 
proposed exemption for the Madison aquifer, an underground source of drinking water.  There is 
significant public interest in the above-referenced application for exemption of a portion of the Madison 
aquifer under the Safe Drinking Water Act. 
 
Since the Commission’s decision in March regarding the Encana exemption application, the 
Environmental Protection Agency Region 8 (EPA) has requested additional information concerning the 
proposed exemption.1  It is our understanding that the Commission will be collecting the requested 
information from Encana and providing it to EPA.   
 
As you are aware, federal regulations require notice and public comment before States such as Wyoming 
may exempt aquifers.2  In order to provide a meaningful opportunity for public comment, the public 
must be able to review and comment on the full scope of information gathered by the WOGCC and 
                                                 
1 See Letter from Sadie Hoskie, Water Program Director, EPA Region 8 to Tom Kropatsch, Environmental Program 
Supervisor, WOGCC dated April 8, 2013.   
2 See 40 C.F.R. § 144.7 (b)(3).   
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EPA, so that it can adequately evaluate the exemption request.3  The information requested by EPA is 
essential to a full understanding of the hydrogeology of the area, the area likely to be affected by an 
exemption, and whether the criteria for an exemption under 40 CFR § 146.4(b)(2) are met. 
 
We therefore request that the Commission make the information requested by EPA and any additional 
new information submitted to your agency publicly available, and open a new period of public 
comment. These actions are essential to provide the public with a full opportunity to review any 
additional information and provide substantive comments regarding the future of this important drinking 
water source. 



 
Thank you, 
 



 
 



 
Matthew McFeeley 
1152 15th Street N.W., Suite 300 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
(202) 513-6250    
mmcfeeley@nrdc.org 
 
Erik Molvar 
Biodiversity Conservation Alliance  
P.O. Box 1512 
Laramie, WY 82073 
(307) 742-7978 
erik@voiceforthewild.org 
 
Connie Wilbert 
Sierra Club, Wyoming Chapter 
P.O. Box 1736 
Laramie, WY 82072 
(307) 742-0056 
connie.wilbert@sierraclub.org 
 
Bruce Pendery 
Wyoming Outdoor Council 
440 East 800 North 
Logan, Utah 84321 
(435) 752-2111 
 
 
cc: Sadie Hoskie, Water Program Director, EPA Region 8 



                                                 
3 See, e.g., New Mexico ex rel. Richardson v. Bureau of Land Mgmt., 565 F.3d 683, 708 (10th Cir. 2009) (“A public comment 
period is beneficial only to the extent the public has meaningful information on which to comment.”). 











